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This study compares the prevalence of risky sexual behavior between unmarried Hispanic and non-Hispanic students in
southern Florida and assesses the role of substance use in risky sexual behavior. Among 815 unmarried respondents,
approximately 35% had two or more sexual partners within the past 12 months. Compared with non-Hispanic White
students, Hispanic students were less likely to engage in unprotected sex under the influence of alcohol (25% vs. 16%)
but also less likely to have been tested for HIV infection (55% vs. 43%). The percentage of students using a condom
during their last sexual encounter was 8% (oral), 35% (anal), and 50% (vaginal). For both Hispanic and non-Hispanic
students, condom use was low regardless of smoking, heavy alcohol consumption, and marijuana use. From the problem
behavior theory perspective, condom use and substance use may have different behavioral origins. These findings can
help target and guide the development of prevention programs in university settings.
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